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98-361

Sept. 8, 1998

FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE:
FALL LECTURE TO FEATURE SCHOLAR OF MEDIEVAL LITERATURE
CHARLESTON-- "Culture Wars" will be discussed when Paul Strohm, J.R.R.Tolkien
Professor of Medieval Languages and Literature at Oxford University, presents the 1Oth
annual fall lecture of the Phi Beta Kappa Association of East Central Illinois.
The lecture is scheduled for 7:30 p.m. Thursday in Lumpkin Hall 122 (Roberson
Auditorium) on the campus of Eastern Illinois University. The public is invited.
"The talk will deal more with the issue of "high" vs. "popular" culture, and whether
a line can be drawn between the two categories," Strohm said. "Also, whether anything
is to be gained by the effort to construct and insist upon a difference.
"I will describe the arnold ian view of "high" culture and the anthropological view of
culture as consisting of all human pursuits, and put them in contention with each other.
Then I'll come to the crunch: some contemporary examples, followed by discussion of the
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question, 'What does it mean to be a 'cultured' person?"'
Strohm, who is one of the world's most distinguished scholars of medieval English
literature, was recently elected president of the New Chaucer Society and appointed -effective in October-- to the prestigious J.R.R. Tolkien Professorship.
He received his bachelor's degree from Amherst College in 1960, before going on
to complete his M.A. and Ph.D. at the University of California, Berkeley. He was appointed
an assistant professor at Indiana University in 1965, eventually rising to the rank of
professor in 1974.
Strohm's research focuses on middle English literature, medieval literary genres and
literature and society. He is the author of Social Chaucer and Hochon's Arrow: The Social
Imagination of Fourteenth-Century Texts, and will soon come out with England's Empty
Throne: Usurpation and Its Afterlife. 1399-1422. to be published by Yale Press (UK) this
month.
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